5.   REPLY TO "THE STAR"

[JOHANNESBURG]
[THE EDITOR
THE STAR
JOHANNESBURG]
SIR,

In your survey of the Asiatic question you say:

' It is the possible effect on the native races, who live under differential legislation

themselves which makes it impossible in our opinion for the Government to

yield to agitation without loss of prestige now that things have gone as far as

they have.

May one infer from this that "if things had not gone as far as
they have" the Asiatic case would, in your opinion be strong enough
to require reconsideration? However, whether the inference is justified
or not, with your permission, I would merely deal with the religious
aspect of the question,

I beg to remind you that the matter wore a religious aspect at the
first mass meeting1, at the old Empire Theatre, in the September of
1906, when the now famous solemn covenant not to submit to the Asiatic
Act was, after due deliberation, made by British Indians, The dis-
qualification against Turkish Mahomedans on the ground of religion
was then present in the Bill and has always been pointed out as a ground
of complaint.2 In my humble opinion, the solemn obligation by itself
constitutes sufficient religious objection against the Act. And a State
that overbears such an objection on the part of its inhabitants fails to
fulfil its primary duty to respect conscientious scruples.

I shall now endeavour to place before the public the general
religious objection. A and B are resident in the same state. B is charged
with having committed a fraud. Although both A and B have demanded
a public inquiry into the charges, the fraud has never been proved;
yet A and his children over the age of eight years, in common with B,
are called upon to submit to a punitive measure on account of B's
alleged fraud. If A accept that measure, and, for that matter even

and guidance of the business community. Its publication or withdrawal has no force
or effect on the question at issue.
"I need scarcely reiterate what is now so well understood, namely, that my action
in refusing to issue licences to Asiatic traders without production of their certificates
of registration is governed by the Asiatic Law Amendment Act, 1907, Section 13*"
* Vide Vol. V, pp. 419-23.
2 Vide Vol. VI, pp. 183 & 212,